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Aldie VFD’s Utility Task Vehicle (UTV607) is used to 
assist with trail mapping in the Aldie area. 

Hitting the Trail! 

MAPPING TRAILS FOR PUBLIC SAFETY 

Within a ten mile radius of the village of Aldie, there 

are over eighty miles of known hiking, biking, and 

equestrian trails.   

 

While many of these are on private land, areas such as 

Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve (which has twenty 

miles of trails) are open to the public.  Some 

subdivisions have several miles of trails open to their 

residents as well. 

 

In an emergency on a trail such as an injured or sick 

person, a fire, or another emergency on a trail, knowing 

where to find you can make a LOT of difference to 

emergency responders.  If you call 9-1-1 from a cell 

phone in Loudoun County, the dispatcher can often 

pinpoint your location within a few feet.  However, if 

there is no trail information available to fire, EMS, or 

law enforcement, determining the fastest way to access 

the caller can be a challenge.  So, the Aldie Volunteer 

Fire Department’s UTV is being used to assist with 

collecting trail information for first responders. 

 

If you have a trail on your property, and would like to 

have us map it for public safety use, please contact us 

via station7@loudoun.gov and we will see if we can 

help! 

 

 

 

The Aldie Volunteer Fire Department’s Tanker has been sold. 

Saying Goodbye to Aldie’s Tanker 

SO LONG FRIEND, WE’LL MISS YOU 

Our 2005 water hauler, known as Tanker 

607, has reached the end of its life with the 

Aldie Volunteer Fire Department and it is 

being sold. 

 

This vehicle was custom-built to fit into our 

cramped fire station, and it replaced one of 

our fire engines as well as our previous 

tanker.  When it was manufactured, it met 

and exceeded the Loudoun County 

standards, having a 1500 gallon per minute 

pump and a 1760 gallon water tank.  In 

2011, the Loudoun County Standards for 

Tankers were modified to carry a minimum 

of 2900 gallons of water, and to have a 

front-line service lifespan of fifteen years.  

Tankers built to meet the new standards will 

not fit into our station bays in both vehicle 

height and vehicle length. 

 

The standards allowed for a specific 

exception that stated, “Until such time that a 

new fire and rescue station is constructed in 

the Aldie area, the Aldie Fire Company is 

exempt from the requirements of this 

guideline”.  However, our tanker reached 

fifteen years old this year.  With no new fire 

station having been constructed, we were 

faced with the tough decision of asking for 

further extensions for service life, getting 

additional exemptions to tank size for a new 

tanker, or selling the tanker to a department 

outside of Loudoun County. In September 

2019, our membership, during a lengthy 

discussion, decided that it was time for our 

beloved tanker to find a new home by the  

end of Calendar Year 2019. As of  

press time, at least three fire departments 

have expressed interest in purchasing our 

tanker. 

 

A lot has changed in the Aldie area in the 

past fifteen years.  Between 2010 and 

2018 alone, our “First Due” Service Area 

(where we are the closest fire station) 

population grew by over 42% according to 

Loudoun County Government estimates. 

Fortunately, as the area grew, public water 

with fire hydrants was extended into many 

of these areas. The net result was that 

while calls for service for our station 

increased, the amount of land area where 

the Tanker was due has decreased. 

 

Within the past two years, tankers have 

been added in both the Arcola and 

Kirkpatrick Farms Fire and Rescue 

Stations.  While there is still a need for a 

tanker in Aldie, these new tankers will 

help to get water to fire scenes in rural 

areas of the Aldie Fire Station First Due 

Area until a new station is built, whenever 

that may be. 

 

During its career with the Aldie Volunteer 

Fire Department, Tanker 607 responded to 

many fires and other emergencies, and it 

served our community well.  It is our 

belief that it will serve its new community 

just as it served Aldie, and we take 

comfort in knowing that it is going to a 

new home in a community that desperately 

needs it. 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.aldiefire.org 

 

Be sure to like us on 

Facebook: 

“Aldie Volunteer Fire 

Department Official” 

mailto:station7@loudoun.gov
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KEEPING YOU IN THE LOOP 
2019: FROM FLOODS TO DROUGHT, AND AN 

INCREASED WILDFIRE RISK 

 

2019 was a strange year for weather in the Aldie area.  

As is well known, our fire station is prone to flooding, 

and for the first few months of the year, we had to 

move our equipment, apparatus, and other fire 

department property to higher ground several times on 

short notice.  Little River flooded several times, 

including adjacent to our rear wall of the building, but 

fortunately, no water actually entered the fire station 

during these floods. 

 

 
Floodwaters from Little River approaching our fire station on 
March 21, 2019. 

Summer came and so did dry weather.  As of October 

2019, Little River was nearly dry in places and it is 

barely flowing beside our fire station.  Water stopped 

flowing over the Aldie Mill Dam in September, and our 

water supply “dry hydrant” at our fire station is 

marginal for use for drafting purposes in the event of a 

fire at press time due to low water levels. 

 
Little River at the Aldie Mill Dam stopped flowing in September 

2019 due to moderate drought conditions 

The wet spring led to increased foliage in the area, 

which is creating an increased outdoor fire fuel load 

during our dry summer and fall.   

If you notice an unattended or out-of-control fire, call 

9-1-1 immediately. 

 

Never leave any fire unattended. Completely extinguish 

the fire by dousing it with water and stirring the ashes 

until cold. 

 

Do not discard cigarettes, matches, and smoking 

materials from moving vehicles, or anywhere. Be 

certain to completely extinguish cigarettes before 

disposing of them. 

 

Follow local ordinances when burning brush or yard 

debris. Avoid burning in windy conditions, and keep a 

shovel, water, and fire retardant nearby to keep fires in 

check.  

 

If you are burning brush or yard debris, the fire must be 

reported to the Loudoun County Fire Dispatcher via the 

non-emergency number, 703-777-0637, prior to 

lighting the fire. 

CALENDAR YEAR 2018 FIRE & EMS 

UNIT RESPONSES FROM ALDIE 

 

During Calendar Year 2018, units assigned 

to the Aldie Fire Station were alerted to 607 

incidents, generating 820 vehicle responses 

from the station.  In addition to incidents in 

Loudoun County, units from the Aldie Fire 

and Rescue Station responded to Fauquier 

County seventeen times, Prince William 

County seven times, and there was one 

response to Fairfax County.  Fire 

Departments in Northern Virginia operate in 

an “Automatic Aid” policy, meaning that 

they respond without regard to jurisdictional 

boundaries.  The goal is to send the closest 

unit regardless of jurisdiction.  This means 

that Loudoun County Fire and Emergency 

Medical units respond frequently into other 

jurisdictions, and vice-versa.  Loudoun 

County also participates in local and state 

Mutual Aid agreements in which we can 

request help from other jurisdictions as well 

as respond to their requests for assistance. 

 

Fires and other emergencies during 2018 in 

the Aldie First Due Area received help from 

other Loudoun County stations, as well as 

stations from Fairfax, Prince William, and 

Fauquier Counties.  

 

TRIVIA TIME:  Where is the farthest that 

a unit from the Aldie Fire Station has been 

dispatched to? 

 

ANSWER: While the bulk of our responses 

are within a few miles of the village of 

Aldie, every once in a while we get sent far, 

far from home. 

 

In September 1993, Aldie Engine 7 

responded to assist Berkeley County, West 

Virginia, as units from four states (West 

Virginia, Maryland, Virginia, and 

Pennsylvania) were fighting a several acre 

tire fire near Inwood. Engine 7 was sent to 

standby at one of the Martinsburg Fire 

Stations and cover calls in the city and 

surrounding area. It took them over an hour 

to get there, and it was about a 58 mile trip 

each way! While there, they responded to 

several incidents, including a fire alarm at 

the shopping center on Foxcroft Avenue 

parallel to Interstate 81.  

 

A close second to the Inwood long distance 

fire response also occurred in 1993. In less 

than two hours timeframe, starting just 

before midnight Wednesday, March 10, 

arsonists set eight barns on fire in Fauquier, 

Loudoun, and Prince William counties.  

Aldie units responded to several of these 

fires, including some far beyond Warrenton 

in Fauquier County. 

 

  

 

THE ALDIE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

 

Loudoun County is proud to have 15 

volunteer companies that provide front 

line services to the community and 

surrounding areas. Currently there are 

approximately 600 operational volunteers 

in the County and 600 career staff working 

together to provide life safety and property 

protection services to residents. 

Administrative members are also utilized 

to provide the necessary "behind the 

scenes" duties to maintain station 

operations. 

Certifications 

Our operational members receive free 

professional training and achieve 

certifications in firefighting, Emergency 

Medical Services, Hazardous Materials, 

Emergency Vehicle Operations, Vehicle 

Extrication, and many other areas. 

Training 

Volunteers participate in training both at 

their stations and at our Loudoun County 

state-of-the-art training academy located 

in Leesburg, where fire and rescue 

courses, from a basic to advanced level, 

are offered. All courses are offered at no 

cost to the volunteer and are usually 

offered in the evenings and weekends to 

accommodate busy work schedules. Some 

of the training can be physically 

demanding and requires determination and 

a significant time commitment to complete 

the necessary training. Many courses are 

state certifications regulated by the 

Virginia Department of Fire Programs and 

the Virginia Department of Health, Office 

of Emergency Medical Services. 

Administrative Membership 

In addition to operational fire and rescue 

positions, we also need volunteers for 

administrative tasks and duties that keep 

the business aspect of the company 

functioning. These positions may include 

public relations, web design, event 

coordination, chaplain services, 

information technology, recruitment and 

retention, financial planning, record 

keeping, and many others. 

Contact 

For more information about volunteering 

in Loudoun County visit 

the www.opennewdoors.org call or 

text 571-442-2801 or call 703-777-0595, 

or email the Aldie Volunteer Fire 

Department’s President via 

PresCo07@loudoun.gov 

 

http://www.opennewdoors.org/
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ABOUT THE ALDIE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Aldie Fire Chief 

Buzzy Carter 
THE LONGEST SERVING ACTIVE 

FIRE AND RESCUE SYSTEM MEMBER 

 
 

Buzzy Carter has been the Fire Chief of the 

Aldie Volunteer Fire Department for well over 

thirty years, and is approaching 57 years of 

continuous service to our department!  He is 

believed to be the longest serving active 

member in the Loudoun County Combined 

Fire and Rescue System.  Chief Carter’s 

family has been in the Aldie area for around 

200 years, and there has always been at least 

one member of the Carter family in the Aldie 

Volunteer Fire Department since we were 

founded in 1955. 

 

During his years of service, Chief Carter has 

seen a LOT of changes. When he joined in 

1962, Aldie was a lot more rural than it is 

now.  Call volumes were far less than today, 

and the Aldie Volunteer Fire Department 

responded to an average of around 25 

incidents per year! 

 

Having responded to thousands of fire and 

rescue incidents over the years, many blend 

together, but some stand out in his memory.  

The largest incident he recalls responding to 

was the large fire in The Plains in 1967 that 

was sparked when a train struck a gasoline 

tanker on Route 55, destroying much of the 

town.  Carter and the Aldie VFD engine that 

responded were part of a nearly mile-long 

water relay helping to douse the fire. 

 

 
Train accident in The Plains, VA, 1967 (Photo from 

Statter911). 

On behalf of the hundreds of people you have 

helped over the decades, we thank Chief 

Carter for your service to our department and 

community! 

 

64 YEARS OF SERVING OUR 

COMMUNITY 

The Aldie Volunteer Fire Department is a 

non-profit organization that was founded in 

1955 and serves 40 square miles of south-

central Loudoun County and elsewhere as 

needed.  We protect over $1.5 billion worth of 

homes and property in our primary service 

area.  We are an Insurance Services Office 

(ISO) rated Fire Department with three Public 

Protection Levels.  We are rated as a Class 3 

in areas served by fire hydrants and less than 

five miles from a fire station, Class 5 in rural 

areas not served by fire hydrants and less than 

five miles from a fire station, and a Class 10 in 

any areas more than five miles from a fire 

station.  We host career firefighters and 

EMT’s from Loudoun County Fire and 

Rescue who cross-staff a Loudoun County-

owned Heavy Rescue Squad and a fire engine, 

as well as a Loudoun County-owned 

paramedic ambulance 24/7/365. Volunteers 

staff and supplement career staffing for our 

Brush, Utility Task Vehicle, and other two 

other emergency vehicles as needed.  

 

Our first fire engine was stored at Aldie 

Garage on the west end of the village.  In 

1956, we purchased our first fire station, 

which was an old gas station that sat adjacent 

to the stone bridge in what is now the front 

parking lot of our current fire station.  This 

station was demolished soon after our current 

fire station was built in 1971. 

 

 

This 1948 fire engine was the first fire apparatus 
purchased by the Aldie Volunteer Fire 

Department in 1955.  It was destroyed when flash 
flooding struck our station during Tropical Storm 
Agnes in June of 1972. (Photo credit unknown). 

 

The first new fire engine purchased by the Aldie 
Volunteer Fire Department was this 1964 

American La France that cost a whopping 
$17,000! This photo was taken in what is now our 

front parking lot soon after the engine was 
delivered.  In this photo from left to right are 

Aldie Volunteer Fire Department members Hugh 
Downs, Fritz Hutchison, Louis Carter, Buzzy 
Carter (our current chief), and Bobby Tyler. 

(Loudoun Times-Mirror photo). 

 
The first Aldie Fire Station was in the Esso gas station that is shown in this 1935 photo from 

the National Archives.  This building was torn down when the current Aldie Fire Station was built in 1971. 
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PLANNING 

2020 Vision: Aldie Volunteer Fire Department Plans for Next Year 

PLANS AND GOALS FOR 2020 

The Aldie Volunteer Fire Department is charting 

our course for the next year. 

 

We have again stayed within our budget for 

2019, and are therefore not conducting a fund 

drive.  As always, we will gladly accept any 

donations. 

 

Regardless of any plans for a new station, we 

realize that we could still be in our current home 

for several more years.  So, with that in mind,  

we will continue with maintenance and upgrades 

as needed to our current fire station.  Goals for 

2020 include painting the exterior of our 

building, routine maintenance to the foot bridge 

over Little River, and exploring renovations and 

upgrades to our existing living space. 

We are also reviewing our vehicle needs.  Our 

Brush fire engine and one of our support vehicles 

are approaching fifteen years of age, so we will 

explore replacing and/or increasing our brush 

and/or wildland support fleet.  With the 

significant increase in homes and structures in the 

Wildland/Urban Interface Areas (zones of 

transition between wildland and human 

development) combined with what is often poor 

access to these properties, having the adequate 

vehicles and tools to assist with fires in these 

areas is a must. 

 

As we have done in the past, we hope to continue 

to support some of our local non-profit agencies 

with public safety upgrades and enhancements.  

We are all in this together, and helping them 

ultimately helps us and our community to stay 

safer. 

 

 

We hope to better map our First Due Area as 

best as we can.  If you see any fire department 

vehicles in your neighborhood or driveway not 

during an emergency, chances are we are 

updating our maps to help us to help you.  Trail 

mapping, as mentioned elsewhere, is a part of 

this ongoing map maintenance.  Our area is 

very active and health conscious, and the trail 

networks definitely contribute to active 

lifestyles. 

 

On the training front, we are exploring hosting           

a Special Events and Off-Road Operations 

course developed by the Virginia Association 

of Volunteer Rescue Squads.  This class is 

designed for Special Events Vehicles (such as 

UTV607) for EMS and Fire use.  This is a 16 

hour (2 day event) “Best Practices” course that 

includes both classroom and practical 

exercises.  

    WILDLIFE SAFETY 

   Human and Wildlife Interaction in the Aldie Area 
STAYING SAFE WHEN ENCOUNTERING WILDLIFE 

As the Aldie area has developed, seeing a wild animal has become 

more common.  Bobcats and coyotes are routinely seen or heard in the 

village of Aldie and surrounding areas.  However, the most widely 

reported (and often most frightening) are black bear encounters. 

 

Here are a few safety tips, courtesy of the Virginia Department of 

Game and Inland Fisheries. 

 

Things to Remember If You Encounter a Bear: There are no definite 

rules about what to do if you meet a bear. In almost all cases, the bear 

will detect you first and leave the area. Unprovoked bear attacks are 

very rare, and have never been documented in Virginia. If you do meet 

a bear here are some suggestions: 

 Stay calm. If you see a bear and it has not seen you, calmly leave the 

area. As you move away, make noise to let the bear discover your 

presence. 

 Stop. Back away slowly while facing the bear. 

 Give the bear plenty of room to escape. Bears rarely attack people 

unless they feel cornered or provoked. 

 Do not run or make any sudden movements. Running could prompt 

the bear to give chase, and you cannot outrun a bear. If on a trail, step 

off the trail and slowly leave the area. 

 If there is a bear in your yard and it approaches you, make yourself 

look big and make loud noises. Remain at a safe distance and throw 

rocks to make the bear feel unwelcome. 

 If there is a bear in your house prop open all doors to the outside and 

get out of the way of the exit. Never close a bear into a room. Make 

noises and yell at bear to leave the house. Don't approach the bear but 

make sure it knows it is violating your territory. 

 If you surprise a bear speak softly. This may reassure the bear that 

you mean it no harm.  

 Fight back. If a black bear attacks you, fight back. Black bears have 

been driven away when people have fought back with rocks, sticks, 

binoculars and even their bare hands.  

 
Bears (like this one in July) visited the village of Aldie quite often during 2019.    

_______________________________________________________________________ 

COOKING SAFETY 

Think Twice About Frying 
DON’T BE A TURKEY THIS THANKSGIVING 

 
Turkey fryers can be serious fire hazards.  Photo courtesy of katu.com 

National Fire Prevention Association (NFPA) discourages the use of 

outdoor gas-fueled turkey fryers that immerse the turkey in hot oil. 

NFPA continues to believe that turkey fryers that use cooking oil, as 

currently designed, are not suitable for safe use by even a well-

informed and careful consumer. These turkey fryers use a substantial 

quantity of cooking oil at high temperatures and units currently 

available for home use pose a significant danger that hot oil will be 

released at some point during the cooking process. In addition, the 

burners that heat the oil can ignite spilled oil. The use of turkey fryers 

by consumers can lead to devastating burns, other injuries, and the 

destruction of property. NFPA urges those who prefer fried turkey to 

seek out professional establishments, such as grocery stores, specialty 

food retailers, and restaurants, for the preparation of the dish, or 

consider a new type of "oil-less" turkey fryer."   

 


